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Scored for:  
 

SATB choir and organ. Duration: c. 7 minutes.  
 

Commissioned by Dorothea Hackman for the London Festival of Contemporary Church Music, on her Silver 
anniversary. 
 

First performed during the London Festival of Contemporary Church Music at St Pancras Parish Church, London 
conducted by Christopher Batchelor, broadcast live on BBC Radio 3, May 2014.  
 
 
Text:  
 

Palms of glory, raiment bright, 
Crowns that never fade away, 
Gird and deck the saints in light, 
Priests and kings, and conquerors they. 
 
Yet the conquerors bring their palms 
To the Lamb amidst the throne, 
And proclaim in joyful psalms, 
Victory through His cross alone. 
 
Kings for harps their crowns resign, 
Crying, as they strike the chords, 
“Take the kingdom, it is Thine, 
King of kings, and Lord of Lords!” 
 
 

Round the altar priests confess, 
If their robes are white as snow, 
‘Twas the Saviour’s righteousness, 
And His blood that made them so. 
 
Who were these? On earth they dwelt; 
Sinners once of Adam’s race, 
Guilt, and fear, and suffering felt, 
But were saved by sovereign grace. 
 
They were mortal, too, like us; 
Ah! when we like them must die, 
May our souls, translated thus, 
Triumph, reign, and shine on high. 
 
James Montgomery (1771-1854)

 
 
Composer Biography:  
 

Alexander Campkin (b. 1984) is a young British composer and conductor. His work has been performed or 
broadcast in over thirty countries. Alexander has received forty commissions from organisations including the Royal 
Opera House, the BBC Performing Arts Fund and the Swedish Arts Council. He has been appointed Composer in 
Residence of Ampersandance Contemporary Dance Company, The Fulham Camerata Choir and Orchestra, The 
Fourth Choir and Neresheim Abbey in Germany. His music features on 14 CDs, one of which was Classic FM 
Christmas CD of the Year. Alexander is Artistic Director of The Oxbridge Singers, minimaLIST ENsemble and 
Future Opera. He studied at Oxford University, the Royal Academy of Music and the University for Performing Arts 
in Vienna. 
 
 
Selected works by Alexander Campkin from Musicalis Publishing:  
 

O magnum mysterium 
(SATB 5’) 
 

O nata lux 
(SATB 5’)  
 

Adoramus te 
(SSATB 6’) 
 

Sancte Deus 
(SATB 5’) 
 

Missa Brevis 
(SATB & organ 20’) 
 

Message in a Teardrop 
(SATB & full orch. 40’) 
 

Canticles in G 
(SATB & organ) 
 

Evening Service for Trebles 
(SS & organ) 
 

Calm me, O Lord 
(SATB 6’) 
 

In the Beginning 
(SATB & organ 5’) 
 

Sent from God 
(SATB 3’) 
 

Sleep, Holy Babe 
(SATB 4’) 
 

Awake, Awake! 
(SATB 4’) 
 

I saw Eternity 
(SSA 4’) 
 

To Stop a Heart 
(SSA 4’) 
 

True Love 
(SATB & opt. strings 4’) 
 

Song of a Man 
(SATB 11’) 
 

Soft Snow 
(SATB 3’) 
 

True Light 
(SATB & full orch. 20’) 
 

Solar Flare 
(Solo organ 7’) 
 

 

Website: www.alexandercampkin.com 
Contact:  info@alexandercampkin.com 
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