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Scored for:  
 

Mixed choir and Baroque string orchestra. Duration: c. 9 minutes 
 

Commissioned by the Fourth Choir, conducted by Dominic Peckham. This commission was made possible through the 
generosity of Francis Nwokedi in loving memory of his brother Victor Nwokedi. First performed on 20 June 2015 by The Fourth 
Choir and the Meridian Sinfonia conducted by Dominic Peckham, at St Peter’s Eaton Square, London 
 
 

Text:  
 

When the hour drew nigh  
   at which we say farewell,  
My Moeris kissed my lips,  
   in dream or truth I cannot tell;  
But if the kiss divine were real,  
   then this indeed I know,  
My joyous soul no more  
   on earth can wander.in  
 
Thy eyes are sparks, god-like made,  
   Or rather rays, that send forth flame;  
   To look thee in the face I cannot claim,  
So fierce a fire thy eyes have on me played. 
 
Epigrams by Strato (c.335-c.269 BC) 
Translated and privately printed by ‘Sydney Oswald’, a nom de plume of Sydney Lomer, poet and soldier (1880-1926) 
 
 

Programme Note:  
 

The first kiss sets two poignant and daring Epigrams by Greek philosopher Strato (c.335-c.269 BC), translated and privately printed 
by ‘Sydney Oswald’, a nom de plume of the poet and soldier Sydney Lomer (1880-1926). It was commissioned by the Fourth 
Choir, conducted by Dominic Peckham. This commission was made possible through the generosity of Francis Nwokedi in 
loving memory of his brother Victor Nwokedi. 
 
 

Performance Instructions:  
 

For repeated notes: repeat the written syllable for each note until new text is indicated, and there should be no 
diphthongs.  
 
 

Composer Biography:  
 

Described as ‘fresh and attractive’ by Gramophone, Alexander Campkin’s music has attracted the attentions of some 
of the top ensembles. His work has been performed or broadcast in over thirty countries and features on 15 CDs, one 
of which was Classic FM Christmas CD of the Year. Alexander has received over fifty commissions from 
organisations including The Royal Opera House, The London Mozart Players, The Royal Ballet Sinfonia, Aldeburgh 
Music, The BBC Performing Arts Fund, The Swedish Arts Council, Ampersandance Contemporary Dance Company, 
New London Children's Choir, The Theatinerkirche Vokalkapelle Munich, The Fulham Camerata Choir and 
Orchestra and Neresheim Abbey in Germany. He has been elected an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music for 
services to music. Alexander is conductor of The Oxbridge Singers, minimaLIST ENsemble and Future Opera. He 
was born in 1984 and studied at Oxford University, the Royal Academy of Music and the University for Performing 
Arts in Vienna.  
 
 
Website: www.alexandercampkin.com 
Contact:  info@alexandercampkin.com 
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& ∑U ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Commissioned by The Fourth Choir, conducted by Dominic Peckham

Text by Strato (c.335-c.269 BC), translated by Sydney Oswald Alexander Campkin

The first kiss
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